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A single-volume study of the whole of the 
Italian Communist party’s history.

The book offers a comprehensive overview of the party 

from its foundation in 1921 until its dissolution on 3rd 

February 1991.

In this accessible text, Franco Andreucci explores the 

vast and tragic universe of Italy’s most popular and 

controversial party: the clandestine activity during 

the fascist period, the stalinist purges, the resistance 

movement, the political struggles during the First 

Republic.

Franco Andreucci was Professor of Contemporary 

History at the University of Pisa. He was Jean Monnet 

Fellow at the European University Institute and lectured 

at the University of Barcelona, Chicago and Melbourne. 

He is the author of numerous studies about the history of 

the Socialist and Communist movements.

‘ Now there is enough distance for an in-depth analysis of the 
history of the Communist Party . As in the book, both passionate 
and  clever, written by Franco Andreucci’
Sergio Luzzatto , IL SOLE 24 ORE

‘Like a movie script’
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‘Passionate and competent’
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